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Crossroads in the Study of the Americas

Eighth Annual Student Symposium

Saturday, April 16, 2005

Isenberg School of Management (108)

University of Massachusetts Amherst
8:30-9:00:  Breakfast

9:00-9:15:  Greetings

Lisa Henderson (Director, Crossroads in the Study of the Americas and Professor of Communication, University of Massachusetts Amherst)

9:15-10:45: Activisms

Facilitator:  Alice Nash, (History, University of Massachusetts Amherst)

Emma Silverman (English, University of Massachusetts Amherst), “Reading Between the Bars: American Prison Literature from Attica to Abbott”  (Faculty support: Deborah Carlin)

In this paper, I examine American prison literature of the 1970s, which includes texts produced by someone who was imprisoned at the time or someone formerly imprisoned writing about their prison experience. Between the years 1971 and 1981 over 320 books were published by prisoners and creative writing workshops sprang up nationwide in prisons.  Out of this body of work, I focus on the autobiographical writing of Angela Davis, who provides an important perspective as a female prisoner and is clearly influenced by the radical political movements of the 1960s; poetry by inmates who were directly affected by the Attica riots and the reforms that followed; and the work of Jack Henry Abbott, whose murder of a waiter six weeks after his release effectively ended public sympathy for prison reform.  I am studying these works under a historical framework, linking the texts to the times and places in which they were written. 

Christopher Groden (Theater, University of Massachusetts Amherst), “The Watertown Treaty of 1776, Alliance and Renewal: A Proposal” (Faculty support:  Harlen Erdman, Jean Forward, Alice Nash, University of Massachusetts Amherst)

The Watertown Treaty of 1776, forged between The Massachusetts Provincial Council and representatives of the Mi'kmaq and their allied Indian Tribes, included a Mi'kmaq vision for establish a trading relationship with the United States in which they were considered as equal partners as part of the “Truckhouse,” a network of trading-posts.  It is our proposal to join contemporary multilateral efforts, including the participation of the University of Massachusetts and the University College of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia to assist in the development and implementation of the Mi'kmaq-American Truckhouse Project.  This project aims to provide secure trade, transport, and warehousing for all goods purchased by its members and affiliates, on or allied with the 39 Mi'kmaq Reserves in Eastern Canada and Maine, so that, in the words that end the first section of the Treaty of Watertown, 1776, the two signatories “shall henceforth be at peace with each other and be considered as friends and brothers united and allied together for their mutual defense, safety and happiness.”

Callie Fogler (Women’s and Gender Studies, Amherst College) & Emily Silberstein (Women’s and Gender Studies & Five College African Studies Certificate Program, Amherst College),  “Mothers’ Activism around the Juarez and Chihuahua Murders” (Faculty support:  Carleen Basler, Amherst College)

Since 1992, more than 400 female bodies have been uncovered in the deserts of the Mexican state of Chihuahua, with many of the victims showing signs of sexual abuse and torture.  Thousands of young women are still missing, their families desperately searching for them, without police assistance.  Our research is focused on activist groups formed by family members of the victims, particularly Nuestras Hijas de Regreso a Casa centered in Juárez and Justicia Para Nuestras Hijas in Chihuahua.  We are interested in understanding the successes and limitations of these groups,and their actions and strategies along with their involvement with each other.  In addition, we attempt to analyze the role of the media, the impact of international activists’ involvement with the mothers’ groups, as well as the responses of both the Mexican and American citizens and governments to their demands.  This paper attempts to contextualize the mothers’ work within the social fabric of Mexican border towns, including the ways they interact and respond to globalization, gender inequalities, and governmental impunity and corruption.  

Amy Krauss (Social Thought and Political Economy, University of Massachusetts Amherst), “Feminism, Autonomy, and Productions of Power: A Comparative History of Argentina and the United States”

The complexity of feminism in a global context, particularly in the wake of interdisciplinary projects of post-colonial and critical race theories, is central in deconstructing U.S. mythic narratives that marginalize and exclude certain women of the United States and Latin American and other postcolonial nations.  This paper explores how Argentine women have been challenged to imagine a feminist politics that sees through the imperialistic components of liberalism while simultaneously maintaining a ground for critical gender analysis.  Using Argentina, I pose questions about the relationship between Latin American feminisms and feminisms within the United States, such as: What does it mean to identify as feminist in varying contexts, and how does the historic and current exchange between the United States and Latin America within the global economy temper feminist conceptual frameworks?  How is this relationship between the United States and Latin America ideologically and materially produced?  And how do these ideological and material productions inform my own perspective? 

10:45-12pm: Popular Culture and Music

Facilitator:  Rebecca Miller (Music of the Americas, Hampshire College)

Sandra Marquez (University of Massachusetts Amherst), “Latinos: Representation in Magazine Advertisements”

Latinos are currently the largest minority group in the U.S., and their purchasing power is estimated to be over 300 billion dollars a year.  However, while marketers are now using crossover techniques to reach the Latino segment, representations of Latinos in much advertising remain problematic and controversial.  The purpose of this project is to analyze advertisements in both mainstream and Hispanic magazines to consider issues of identity and assimilation, by examining 1) dubious types of Latino visibility, 2) new cross-over tactics used by mainstream advertising to target Latinos, and 3) the shaping of a commercialized Latino cultural identity by Hispanic advertising agencies. 

Vanessa Lee Raymond (Hampshire College), “A Closer Look: Bill Clinton and Jazz Popular Imagery”
Jazz has many images in contemporary culture, but a realization that has received little scholarly attention to date is the one promoted by advertising and other popular media from outside the self-prescribed “jazz world.” One of the most remarkable recent instances of this was former President Clinton’s use of jazz to shape his public image during his 1992 campaign with respect to his stance on racial matters, his status as a powerful man from a poor background, and his claim to hip, attractive masculinity. The larger framework to which this paper belongs is an exploration of jazz’s often-ignored dabblings in popular culture and popular music styles, and the gendered, racial, and economic factors that shape jazz’s popular imagery. I hope to expose unspoken boundaries of jazz that are shaping the idiom’s current aspirations for classical art music status, and validate the more neglected popular works through presentation of the composers’ intentions and positive listener responses.

Andrew Tamulynas (Communication with Certificate in Film Studies, University of Massachusetts Amherst), “‘Indies’: An In-depth Look in Video at Independent Music Stores as Creators of Social Identities and Promoters of Alternative Media Choices”  (Faculty support:  Bruce Geisler, University of Massachusetts Amherst)

In this paper, I present Indies, a short documentary film that examines the importance of independent music stores both to their communities and to the music industry as a whole.  The film is comprised of interviews I conducted with independent record store owners, both in the Pioneer Valley and in the Boston area, and with local musicians, customers, and record labels.  The film shows the current difficulties that many independent music stores have been going through because of mass merchandisers such as Best Buy and Circuit City, and highlights the importance of independent music stores for local unsigned musicians and smaller record labels, as well as for loyal customers who build social identities around patronizing particular independent music stores.  

12-1pm:  Lunch

1-2:15pm:  Histories

Facilitator:  Karen Sanchez-Eppler (American Studies and English, Amherst College)

Carlin Peller (Mount Holyoke College), “‘Their Second Sun’: Cherokee, Creek and White Intermarriage in Eighteenth Century Georgia” 

The late eighteenth century saw a marked increase in the number of intermarriages between Creek and Cherokee women and European traders, and in this talk, I discuss such marriages, as well as present and interpret relevant visual images.  An important facet of white-Indian unions among members of the Creek and Cherokee tribes was the degree of personal autonomy held by the women. Many of the traders were of a Scottish-Irish background, and their understanding of a matrilineal based culture greatly enhanced their compatibility with Creek and Cherokee women. In addition, for both parties, there was something to gain from a union. The traders gained access to the Native American goods that were so popular in Europe, and were able to form trade monopolies over a clan or tribe. With the onsets of wars and a lack of food, many Creek and Cherokee women married white traders in order to keep themselves and their clan alive, and were thus assured of the provisions they needed while maintaining full control over any children of the union. 

Cheryl Klufio (Anglophone and Francophone Postcolonial Literature, Mount Holyoke College), “Trans-Formations: Mutating African, American, and Creole Identities in Charles Johnson’s Middle Passage”(Faculty support:  Michelle Stephens, Mount Holyoke College)

In this paper, I discuss Charles Johnson’s Middle Passage, which charts the journey of Rutherford Calhoun, a newly freed African-American slave who crosses the middle passage in reverse.  I argue that the slave ship Republic is a metaphor for all identities aboard: African, American, and Creole, for in the tempestuous contact zone of the ship on the middle passage, the cultural groupings of Africa and America exert pressure not only on the subject standing between them, but also on each other.  This bi-directional exertion of force leaves in its wake not only a new, Creole culture, but also what Paul Gilroy has described as “two great cultural assemblages… which have mutated through the course of the modern world that formed them.”  I also use Antonio Benitez-Rojo’s work as a lens for analyzing the sustained propensity for agency and exchange within each subaltern group aboard the Republic, a feature of Johnson’s text that challenges the traditional narrative of dominated Africans and domineering Westerners.  Thus, the transatlantic voyage gives rise to new and varied identity formations.

Ian Shin (American Studies, Amherst College), “Little Dragons: Chinese American Childhood in the San Francisco Bay Area in the Early Twentieth Century” (Faculty support:Karen Sanchez-Epplier, Nitasha Sharma, Carol Clark, Frank Couvares)

There have been many treatments of the historical Chinese American experience, but one constituency of this experience has always been conspicuously missing. Whether because of their diminution (both in size and in number) or because they left little evidence to interpret, children are often ignored to the detriment of Asian American studies and the study of the Americas. Childhood has always been an important site of cultural conflict, and the intersection of this biological period with the political, economic, and social forces of immigration and early twentieth century American history makes Chinese American childhood an especially fascinating topic.  Focusing on the immigrant experience and their public and private lives in the United States, I argue that Chinese American children endured many hardships and adapted their American experience to their peculiar and difficult circumstances; in doing so, these children challenged notions of family, community, and nation.  Accompanied by a slideshow featuring graphs of U.S. Census data and a wealth of images from numerous archives, I hope that my presentation will paint a complex, surprising, and affecting picture of my subjects and inspire further work in the area of immigration, childhood, and the study of the Americas.

2:15-3:30:  Social and Economic Structures 

Facilitator:  Lisa Henderson (Communication, University of Massachusetts Amherst)

Jacqueline Shine (American Studies, Smith College), “Home-Making and Nation-Building:  The Interwar Origins of Federal Housing Policy” (Faculty support: Kevin Rozario and Jennifer Guglielmo, Smith College)

This paper explores the connection between an observed national commitment to home ownership and the ideological currents that have constructed, institutionalized, and sustained it, with particular attention to the interwar period (1922-1939).  The stories of (1) the Better Homes in America campaign, (2) the Greenbelt, Maryland project, and (3) The City, a documentary produced for the 1939 New York World’s Fair, reveal how a government committed in 1920 to limited private-sphere intercession would become the arbiter of large-scale interventions in the housing market after the Second World War.  Taken together, these three interventions can thus constitute a kind of map of the federal government’s evolving and increasing role in private life during the inter-war period.  These images of home also modeled, through a media-based state apparatus, the normative qualities of an ideal American by supporting and encouraging difference in terms of race, class, and gender.  

Corinne Espinoza Duran (Economics, Mount Holyoke College), “Measuring Poverty, Wealth and Success: Reconsidering Standard Economic Measurements in a Global Context” (Faculty support:   Michael Robinson, Economics, Mount Holyoke College)

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) measurements and poverty statistics are economic measurements commonly used to make international comparisons.  However, drawing from my field experiences in Oaxaca, Mexico, I argue that these types of measurements are in need of reevaluation from a global context that takes account of cultural specificities.  For example, sharing, helping and cooperating all lower GDP, and since Oaxacans tend to cooperate more with each other more than their U.S. counterparts, Mexico’s GDP is correspondingly lowered.  Debate about the impact of globalization and free trade on nations often hinges on whether a nation’s GDP has grown or how their poverty levels have been reduced.  Thus, it is particularly timely and urgent to consider the usefulness and universal applicability of such economic measures, and to ask questions such as: By whose standards are we measuring wealth and success?  How are those standards constructed and how well do they work in cross-national comparisons?  

Frances Melgarejo (Portuguese and Brazilian Studies, Smith College), “Behind the Scenes of the Tourism Industry in Itacaré, Bahia (Brazil)” (Faculty support:  Patrícia Pinho, Amherst College)

Even as they provide crucial services to tourists, tourism workers often serve merely as background players in the eyes of the tourists.  Thus, to examine the experience of tourism workers is to reflect on the effects of the tourism industry through an alternative view that allows for the perceptions of a subordinate group to emerge, and reveals the persistence of race, class, and gender hierarchies.  In my study, I am interested in tourism workers in the city of Itacaré, Brazil, which in the last thirty years has become a flourishing beach resort for both Brazilian and international tourists. The central question of my project was: within the tourism industry, does there exist a race, class, or gender-based segregation between tourism workers and tourists?  My preliminary results show that there are economic discrepancies between those who travel and those who work in the travel industry, and though less obvious, distinctions based on gender and race can also be discerned, although race assessment was sometimes difficult because of the complex racial spectrum in Brazil. 

3:30-5:00:  Poster Sessions and Round Table:  “Outsiders-In and Insiders-Out: A Roundtable Discussion with Smith College’s American Studies Diploma Students” 

Facilitator:  Jim Hicks, Director, American Studies Diploma Program, Smith College

Student participants:

Aude Daubas, France

Inga Diercks, Germany

Kevin Gaudy, Switzerland

Pauline Marie, France

Erica Moretti, Italy

Anna Sosnowski, Germany

Mingxin Wang, China 
