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10:30 – 11:00am:  Coffee, tea, muffins, and introductions

11:00 – 11:15am:  Greetings

Welcome from Lorna Peterson (Director, Five Colleges, Inc.) 

Opening comment from Lisa Henderson (Director, CISA and Associate Professor of Communication, University of Massachusetts-Amherst)

11:15am – 12:45pm:  History and Interpretation from “Way, Way Below”*

Facilitator:  Dorothy Mosby (Spanish, Mount Holyoke College)

Alex Barrows (Comparative Literature and History, Smith College '09), “A Cut And Paste Finding Aid: Consulting the Sophia Smith Girl Zines Collection at Smith College” (Faculty support: Lisa Henderson, Communication, University of Massachusetts-Amherst)

This paper discusses the Sophia Smith Girl Zines collection at Smith College, most of which were produced in the late 1990s.  Zines are described as “self-published small magazines created primarily by young women and girls who share a strong feminist perspective.”  Because zines are often elusive and difficult to come across, the very practice of collecting and archiving them invites a consideration of the many trajectories of exchange each work undertakes.  This project explores the evolving role of archives in the preservation of anti-canonical, revolutionary and consciously underground voices circulated through alternative networks, and the effects of such preservation on the very idea of the institutional archive, including the concept of a “beautiful” or “perfect” library in the preservation of these voices.  In addition, an alternative topical finding aid will be suggested that provides new routes to not only navigate the contents of the Girl Zines collection, but to link them to each other and to their larger functions “as aesthetic and social technologies for making things happen” (Radway).  Finally, it will be argued that archiving girl zines in the Sophia Smith collection not only preserves them, but adds greatly to their ultimate resonance.  
Angela Sweeney (English, University of Massachusetts-Amherst '09), “Regarding Referential Literature” (Faculty support: Rachel Mordecai, English, University of Massachusetts-Amherst)

This paper discusses the references made by Lorna Goodison in her poem, “Antoinette Cosway Explains,” and Elizabeth Nunez in her novel, “Beyond the Limbo Silence,” to Jean Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea. As a canonical text, Wide Sargasso Sea is often referenced by emerging Caribbean authors, but some references are more successful than others. Following an examination of the source texts, Wide Sargasso Sea and Jane Eyre, evaluative sources primarily concerned with Rhys and her West Indian heroines were sought out.  A central concern of this project is the way a reference handles a character whom Rhys has tried to redeem from a diagnosis of creole lunacy. The analysis shows how Goodison’s referential literature is very effective, while Nunez misinterprets and misuses Rhys, Sargasso, and Antoinette. Goodison and Nunez are both faithful to the ambiguity Rhys gives to the cause of Antoinette’s insanity. However while Goodison echoes Rhys in her inability to truly finalize Antoinette’s madness, Nunez blends Bronte’s Bertha and Rhys’s Antoinette, condemning her to insanity. Nunez ultimately strays from Rhys in that she suggests Bertha/Antoinette is able to choose, white or black, European or Caribbean when Rhys (and faithful Goodison) assert that Antoinette is never able to choose.
Amanda Maria Molina (History and Women’s Studies, University of Massachusetts-Amherst '09), “Rape and the Enslaved Person” (Faculty support: Barbara Krauthamer, History, University of Massachusetts-Amherst)

When considering slavery in the context of law, it is important to recognize that for enslaved people there was often little or no protection for their rights as human beings.  Initial research for this project began with volumes complied by Helen Tunnicliff Catterall, and selecting cases involving rape of both white women and enslaved women, perpetrated by white men and enslaved men.  Through the Westlaw digital database, full text documents for five cases involving instances of rape were obtained, from the states of Delaware, Tennessee, North Carolina and Mississippi.  Analysis of these cases illustrates the complex dynamics of race, gender and sexual violence, highlighting how differently crimes were viewed depending on who was assaulted, along with their race and age.  While white women were viewed as victims, enslaved and free black women were viewed through stereotypes of hypersexuality and promiscuity.  This paper also considers the limitations of the documentary evidence, including vague language and the failure to even name enslaved women.   Secondary sources help to substantiate these ideas, and expand on the experience of enslaved and free black women, which is often omitted in case records.

*Robin D G Kelly, Race Rebels  

12:45 – 1:30pm:  Lunch

Boxed lunches provided for indoor or outdoor eating, weather permitting

1:30 – 3:00pm: Racism in the Diaspora

Facilitator:  Alice Nash (History, University of Massachusetts-Amherst)
Brecklyn Walters (History, Hampshire College '09), “Los chinos atrás: Indenture and Coalition Among Chinese and African Laborers in Nineteenth Century Cuba” (Faculty support: Amy Jordan, Social Science, Hampshire College)

Throughout the nineteenth century, slave ships routinely sailed in and out of Cuban ports.  In 1847 the Oquendo, a Spanish ship, arrived in Havana; however, unlike prior voyages, this vessel arrived carrying just over 200 Chinese men as cargo. In examining the history of Chinese indentured labor in Cuba, this paper considers the construction of Chineseness and Blackness in nineteenth century Cuba, emphasizing the ways in which each group comes to be conceptualized as ethnic other. Many Chinese workers staged revolts, fled estates, became cimarrones, and eventually fought in the Wars for Independence alongside Africans. But, although they performed much of the same labor despite being legally classified as “free,” the work ethic, intellect, and character of el chino was understood in starkly different terms than that of el negro. Throughout the debates that preceded the importation of Asian labor, the Chinese were constructed as industrious and sophisticated, tidy and reserved, coming from a highly developed civilization, while enslaved Africans were seen as lazy, illiterate, and bestial.  Still, at some point the Chinese also came to be characterized as backward and rebellious. This project seeks to understand how racialization functions as a historically specific process that constructs essentialized notions of difference, but can also act as a catalyst in building interethnic coalitions. 

Joel Nilles (History, University of Massachusetts-Amherst '09), “Business of Race” (Faculty support: Alice Nash, History, University of Massachusetts-Amherst)

In 1793 Eli Whitney gained a patent for the cotton gin, allowing raw cotton to be quickly cleaned, and reducing the previous labor of fifty people to one.  This development in cotton production changed the market, leading cotton to become one of the most lucrative businesses of its time; by 1803, the value of cotton industry had jumped from $150,000 to $8,000,000.  With the rapid increase of land value through cotton, the value of slave labor also increased.  1793 also saw the enactment of the Fugitive Slave Law, which made it a federal crime to assist an escaping slave, and established the legal mechanism by which escaped slaves could be seized (even in “free” states), brought before a magistrate, and returned to their masters.  This paper looks at the development of the cotton gin and the Fugitive Slave Law as key elements in the ideology of racism and the justification of slavery.  A central goal is to trace developments in both discourses around race and the interests of capital, an analysis which will show how the constructions of race and racism were tied to the demands of industrial capitalism.
RJ Boutelle (English and Philosophy, University of Massachusetts-Amherst '09), “Southern Miscegenation and the Brazilian Racial Democracy: Renouncing Heritage in William Faulkner’s Go Down, Moses” (Faculty support: Arthur Kinney, English, University of Massachusetts-Amherst)
In the decades following the Civil War, the American South experienced extensive cultural revision and socioeconomic restructuring resulting from the manumission of African-Americans and consequent decline of the planting class. Through his chronicles of the fictional Yoknapatawpha County in Mississippi, William Faulkner illuminates and complicates the plights of both individuals and a society trying to cope with this transition and redefinition. Go Down, Moses (1942) confronts race and miscegenation in the late nineteenth century, exploring potential means for reconciliation and resistance toward an oppressive system. In a global context Faulkner’s engagement with these issues in a region that has recently suffered an extensive, external imposition of “foreign” culture lends itself to examination through a postcolonial lens. Utilizing the example of “racial democracy” in Brazil, this study positions racials concerns in Go Down, Moses into a pan-hemispheric conversation regarding the legacies of slavery and imperialism. By analyzing Faulkner’s fiction with postcolonial theory, we can better understand the motivations of his characters and their reactions to the South. With postcolonialism in mind, this study places their renunciations and resistances into a much larger backlash against racial subjugation and its vestiges in the American South.
3:00 – 4:00pm:  Literary America, American Poet

Facilitator:  Marisa Parham (English, Amherst College)

Tim O’Neil (English and Political Science, University of Massachusetts-Amherst '10), “American Gothic: The Shattering Crucible of H.P. Lovecraft” (Faculty support: Maria Tymoczko, Comparative Literature, University of Massachusetts-Amherst)
This paper considers the appeal of Howard Phillips Lovecraft after his death in 1937. Lovecraft has continued to be read and analyzed by successive generations of readers and, increasingly, scholars. It is easier to list Lovecraft’s shortcomings as a writer than his strengths. His prose was often imitative, and even after partly overcoming the stifling early influences of Lord Dunsany and Edgar Allan Poe, his writing never lost the stilted nineteenth-century rhythm of the Gothic novel. Lovecraft’s personal politics were, at best, distasteful: he was an unabashed anglophile who made no attempt to hide his belief in the inherent superiority of the white race. Even in the pantheon of horror literature, the creatures which comprise his abstract, cosmic “Cthulhu mythos” suffer significantly in comparison to the charismatic and romantic likes of Stoker’s Dracula or Shelley’s Frankenstein’s monster. But Lovecraft’s conception of primal fear – the essential element of his universe – draws from the deepest wellspring of American historical memory. Consciously influenced by the work of Poe, as well as Hawthorne and Melville, Lovecraft’s single-minded reflection of gothic existentialism invites comparison, at its best, to the work of his exact contemporary, William Faulkner. Despite – or because of – Lovecraft’s paranoid monomania, his fiction offers a unique glimpse into a uniquely American type of fear.
Chen Chen (Comparative Literature and Creative Writing, Hampshire College '11), “‘Errata’ and American Autobiographical Memory: Challenging and Desiring Benjamin Franklin’s Model” (Faculty support: Rachel Rubinstein, Humanities, Arts, and Cultural Studies, Hampshire College) (poetry performance)
This presentation includes a poem written in response to Benjamin Franklin’s Autobiography, and a process piece that explores the relationships between memory, autobiographical writing, and experimental forms of poetry.  “Correct Errata” is about missed arrivals, failed arrivals and the detours that accompany missing the “right” arrival point.  It reflects on the failure of the poet’s family to reach the Statue of Liberty on a trip to New York City, a failure contrasted with Franklin’s rather easy success at arriving in Philadelphia.  The process of writing “Correct Errata” revealed poetry to be a particularly exciting and useful form for challenging notions of a stable self, a self with a clear trajectory of self-improvement or progression, à la Franklinian ideals of citizenship and manhood.  The poem revises popular narratives of immigration that present a story of transcending one’s origins to become “American.”  This presentation also asks what happens to one’s memories, one’s past, given Franklinian narratives of self-making and the conventional ways of speaking about “the immigrant experience.”  Do they merely mark the initial struggle to assimilate?  Or does the struggle continue because one never could fit the ideal in the first place—one has never lived in this “America”? 
4:00 – 4:15pm:  Break with refreshments

4:15 – 5:45pm:  Americas Change!  Nuyorican Women Artists, Mississippi Preschools, Brazilian Redistribution

Facilitator:  Wilson Valentín-Escobar (Social Science, Hampshire College)

Marilyn Flores (History, Smith College '09), “‘Social Justice Was Just Like Breathing’: Luz Rodriguez and Women’s Participation in the Creative Resistance of the Nuyorican Renaissance” (Faculty support: Jennifer Guglielmo, History, Smith College)
From El Barrio on the northern reaches of Manhattan to the Lower East Side neighborhood known as Loisaida, young Puerto Rican New Yorkers in the 1960s and 1970s formed a unique culture of art and resistance. This paper refers to this period as the Nuyorican Renaissance for its obvious parallels with the African-American art movement known as the Harlem Renaissance. Though underrepresented in academia, Nuyorican art and literature is expansive, and it noticeably flourished in this period. This was a time of rebellion across America, no less for the Puerto Ricans of New York, who took to the streets to protest housing conditions, petition for bilingual education, and demand independence for Puerto Rico. This era of Puerto Rican political awakening was uniquely expressed through Nuyorican poetry, an art form that has retained a special position in Nuyorican culture, as well as through dance, theater, and visual art.  Drawing on the oral history of Luz Marina Rodriguez, a Nuyorican artist-activist, as well as poems, interviews with other Puerto Rican artists, and the relevant historiography, the role of women in this explosion of sociopolitical action and cultural production is explored.  This project also highlights the significance of the movement for Nuyorican women’s current engagements in community activism. 
Latisha Wilson (Black Studies, Amherst College '09), “Head Start: A Human Rights Issue for the 21st Century” (Faculty support: Hilary Moss, Black Studies and History, Amherst College)
As part of attempts to solve America’s social and economic challenges in the era of the Vietnam War and the Civil Rights Movement, President Lyndon B. Johnson launched a War on Poverty and implemented several government programs, one of which was Head Start. Mississippi was once described as a “closed totalitarian system backed up by law and vigilante power” (Salter).   Despite the fact that Head Start aimed to decrease domestic poverty for all of America’s poor, several Southern Mississippi statesmen specifically opposed “the nation’s largest and most successful” Head Start program, the Child Development Group of Mississippi (CDGM). Within two years two powerful senators and the governor successfully fought to close CDGM centers. Why was this anti-poverty program for preschoolers the center of such controversy in Mississippi?  The short answer is that CDGM was a comprehensive child centered organization grounded in grassroots community organizing principles, and the founders understood the implications of involving the poor to solve problems plaguing their communities. This paper addresses the contemporary issue of universal preschool through the prism of CDGM, and argues that quality early childhood education could help level the playing field for all poor children and their families, and, by extension, strengthen America’s social, economic and political fabric.
Stephanie Gimenez Stahlberg (Economics and Political Science, University of Massachusetts-Amherst '09), “Eliminating Poverty and Hunger: Brazil’s Progress Toward the Millennium Development Goal Number 1” (Faculty support: Raymond La Raja, Political Science, University of Massachusetts-Amherst)
As a developing country, Brazil faces problems caused by underdevelopment, such as poverty and hunger, lack of access to water and sanitation, a weak educational system, and environmental degradation.  Luis Inacio “Lula” da Silva, who shares an identity as well as a past with the Brazilian poor, was elected to the presidency in 2002.   Under his administration’s policies, which include the success of the cash transfer program Bolsa Família, poverty rates in Brazil have steadily declined.  Brazil achieved the first target of the Millennium Development Goal number one, to reduce extreme poverty rates by half, ten years before the goal date.  However, there are domestic and international obstacles to the implementation of antipoverty programs, such as plurality in the Chambers, bad coordination and irregular flow of information, and the demands of international debt payments.  Even if cash transfer programs are currently successful, they need to be accompanied by investments in infrastructure that allow citizens to succeed without relying on governmental cash benefits.  Global economic downturns decrease resources available to the government for distribution and are likely to pose tests to the much acclaimed poverty reduction rates in Brazil.  Are Brazil’s poverty reduction results sustainable, that is, can Bolsa Família recipients maintain their advances after their cash benefits have been reduced or terminated?
5:45 – 6:00pm:  Closing Comment

Lisa Henderson 
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